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Assembly Bill No. 2741

CHAPTER 744

An act to add Sections 35179.1 and 35179.2 to, and to add the
headings of Article 4.5 (commencing with Section 35179) and Article
4.7 (commencing with Section 35181) to Chapter 2 of Part 21 of, the
Education Code, relating to interscholastic athletics.

[Approved by Governor September 22, 1998. Filed
with Secretary of State September 23, 1998.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2741, Miller.  1998 California High School Coaching Education
and Training Program.

Existing law authorizes governing boards of school districts to have
general control of all aspects of interscholastic athletic policies,
programs, and activities in their districts.

This bill would express legislative findings and declarations
regarding the need for education and training for interscholastic
athletic coaches. The bill would express the intent of the Legislature
to establish a California High School Coaching Education and
Training Program, to be administered by local school districts.

Existing law provides that the California Interscholastic
Federation (federation) is a voluntary organization consisting of
school and school related personnel with responsibility, generally, for
administering interscholastic activities in secondary schools.

This bill would encourage, subject to funds being appropriated for
this purpose, the federation to establish a statewide panel to develop
an application and grant distribution process whereby public
secondary schools could submit applications for matching grants to
offset the costs of education and training of athletic coaches in an
education and training program.

The bill would require the State Department of Education, if the
federation establishes the statewide panel, to provide a
representative to the panel, review grant applications, determine
which applicants should receive grants, and determine the amount
of the grants.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. A heading is added as Article 4.5 (commencing with
Section 35179) to Chapter 2 of Part 21 of the Education Code, to read:
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Article 4.5. Interscholastic Athletics

SEC. 2. Section 35179.1 is added to the Education Code, to read:
35179.1. (a) This section shall be known and may be cited as the

1998 California High School Coaching Education and Training
Program.

(b) The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:
(1) The exploding demand in girls athletics, and an increase in the

number of students participating in both boys and girls athletics, are
causing an increase in the number of coaches needed statewide.

(2) Well-trained coaches are vital to the success of a student’s
experience in sports and interscholastic athletic activities.

(3) Improvement in coaching is a primary need identified by
hundreds of principals, superintendents, and school board members
who participated in the development of a strategic plan for the
California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) in 1993 and 1994.

(4) There are many concerns about safety, training, organization,
philosophy, communications, and general management in coaching
that need to be addressed.

(5) It is a conservative estimate that at least 25,000 coaches
annually need training and an orientation just to meet current
coaching regulations contained in Title 5 of the California Code of
Regulations, including basic safety and CPR requirements.

(6) School districts, in conjunction with the California
Interscholastic Federation, have taken the initial first steps toward
building a statewide coaching education program by assembling a
faculty of statewide trainers composed of school district
administrators, coaches, and athletic directors using a national
program being used in several states.

(c) It is, therefore, the intent of the Legislature to establish a
California High School Coaching Education and Training Program.
It is the intent of the Legislature that the program be administered
by local school districts and emphasize the following components:

(1) Development of coaching philosophies consistent with school,
school district, and school board goals.

(2) Sport psychology: emphasizing communication,
reinforcement of young people’s efforts, effective delivery of
coaching regarding technique and motivation of the student athlete.

(3) Sport pedagogy: how young athletes learn, and how to teach
sport skills.

(4) Sport physiology: principles of training, fitness for sport,
development of a training program, and nutrition for athletes.

(5) Sport management: team management, risk management,
and working within the context of an entire school program.

(6) Training: certification in CPR and first aid.
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(7) Knowledge of, and adherence to, statewide rules and
regulations, as well as school regulations including, but not
necessarily limited to, eligibility, gender equity and discrimination.

(8) Sound planning and goal setting.
(d) This section shall not be construed as an endorsement of any

particular coaching education or training program.
SEC. 3. Section 35179.2 is added to the Education Code, to read:
35179.2. (a) Subject to funds being appropriated for this

purpose, the California Interscholastic Federation is encouraged to
establish a statewide panel that includes, at a minimum, the following
members: school administrators, school board members, coaches of
secondary school athletics, teachers, parents, athletic directors,
representatives of higher education, pupils participating in athletics
at the secondary school level, and a representative of the State
Department of Education, as described in Section 35179.3.

(b) The panel established pursuant to subdivision (a) is
encouraged to develop an application process whereby public
secondary schools may submit applications to the State Department
of Education for grants to offset the costs of education and training
of athletic coaches in an education and training program that
emphasizes the components set forth in subdivision (c) of Section
35179.1.

(c) The panel established pursuant to subdivision (a) is
encouraged to evaluate applications submitted to the State
Department of Education pursuant to subdivision (b) and to
recommend applicants to the State Department of Education for the
award of dollar-for-dollar matching grants, in an amount determined
by the department. As a condition of receiving a grant, a school
district shall submit to the panel, for compilation and transmission to
the Legislature and the State Department of Education, a report
describing the amount and source of the local matching funds used,
the coaching education and training program, the actual costs of the
education and training provided, the dates and location of the
education and training provided, and a list of persons certified
through the education and training program.

SEC. 4. Section 35179.3 is added to the Education Code, to read:
35179.3. If the California Interscholastic Federation establishes a

statewide panel pursuant to Section 35179.2, the State Department
of Education shall do all of the following:

(a) Provide a department representative to assist the panel in
developing an application and grant distribution process.

(b) Review recommendations submitted by the panel for the
award of dollar-for-dollar matching grants to public secondary school
applicants.

(c) Determine which public secondary school applicants will
receive dollar-for-dollar matching grants.

(d) Determine the amount of the grants.
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SEC. 5. A heading is added as Article 4.7 (commencing with
Section 35181) to Chapter 2 of Part 21 of the Education Code, to read:

Article 4.7. Miscellaneous Administrative Authority
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